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and indulge in an orgy of brand new novelty* Within
reasonable bounds a woman may pander to her vanity,
since it is this healthy desire which makes her dress nicely
and look beautiful* But it is a great pity that the gratifi-
cation should be carried to excess and what is ugly has
come to be regarded as beauty*

Beauty, it is said, is best when natural or unadorned,
and bright eyes as well as rosy cheeks are superior by far
to pencilled eye-brows and rouged cheeks* But it appears
that some women who have the misfortune to be born
plain looking, like to court public attention when otherwise
the male folks will pass them by unconcerned* And some
men are perverse enough to pick from a crowd only those
who are either the most pretty to look at or else arrayed
in the latest styles and fashions* To be unnoticed is to
lose a possible chance of embarking on the highway to
matrimony* This is distasteful to the average woman who
aspires to the noble status of motherhood, since the hand
that rocks the cradle rules the world* Moreover, it is much
harder to remain an old maid than an old bachelor* There-
fore, to avert such a disaster, even if the chances to succeed
matrimonially are slight, many will groom themselves
according to-the latest fads and fashions in order to attract
and compel attention* This ruse would not have been
so successful if the average man were not so keen on
noticing or admiring new fashions* But novelty spells
a change, a departure from the usual routine, and so the
stratagem works*

This matter of fashions may or may not be childish;
nevertheless, it is not without its effects on connubial
relationships* Some men prefer to be bachelors because